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Chapter I: The Digital Era 
I/ Warm-up 

We are living in a digital age. Computers have revolutionized the way we perform 

daily tasks, such as working online, holding meetings and shopping. Make a list of 

the different uses of a computer. 

 

II/ Reading 

 

A/ Complete the following sentences with words from the text above 

1. The …………….. ………………….. is a piece of software that interfaces with your 

PC and allows you, via keyboard commands, to get any text information 

read to you in synthetic speech. 

2.  A………………….-…………………… ………………….., as popularized by virtual reality, lets 

the user immerse him/herself in a synthetically generated environment.  

3.  An ………………. …………………….is a touch-sensitive device where a special pen or 

your finger can act as a mouse.  
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4. Tony Adams is now the proud owner of a dark silver Vogue, complete with 

leather interior, ………………………...navigation and a, ………………….. ……………………… 

with LCD TV screens.  

   

B/ Read the text again and decide what problems are mentioned in these 

sentences.  

1/ We are sorry to announce that most flights are delayed or canceled.  

2/ He should go to a psychologist. He spends hours surfing the Web.  

3/ Technology changes so quickly that we have to scrap computers when they 

become obsolete.  

4/ I’ve been getting emails about offers for lots of different products.  

  5/ My computer system has been broken into and some useful information 

  has been destroyed. 

 

C/ Complete the computer uses with words from the following text 
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D/ Tick the computer users cited in the article below 

        home                                                        art 

   hospitals                                                  banking 

   engineering                                              libraries 

    shopping                                                 film-making 

    television advertising                              schools 

 
 

E/ Read the text and find out how computers are used in different situations 
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1/ Find the words (1-10) in the text above. Can you guess the meaning from 

the context? Are they nouns, verbs, adjectives, or adverbs? Write n, v, adj, 

or adv next to each word.  

1/ perform (line 6)……………                             6/ digital (line 25)…………….  

2/ word processor (line 13)……………                 7/ store (line 27)...............  

3/ online (line 16)……………                                 8/ financial(line 29)............... 

4/ download (line 18)……………                            9/ monitor (line 42)…………… 

5/ built-in (line 28)……………….                            10/ data (line 42)...............  

  

2/ Match the words in E 1 (1-10) with the correct meanings (a-j).  

a   keep, save……………                 g  collection of facts or figures............                    

b   execute, do……………          h  describes the information that is recorded or                    

c/  monetary……………                      broadcast using computers…………                        

d/  screen……………                              i  program used for text manipulation…………                  

e/  integrated……………                         j  copy files from a server to your PC  

f/  connected to the internet............     or mobile…………     

 

 

 

 



English for Computing Semester 1, 22/23    Prof. L . Belabdelouahab-Fernini 

First Year Bachelor’s Degree 

Computer Science Department 

University of M’Sila 

5 

 

 

III/ Listening 

 

IV/ Language Work: The present simple passive 
 Read the Help box and then fill in the blanks with the correct form of the 

verbs in brackets.  

Example:  Houses (design)…………………….with the help of computers Houses are 

designed with the help of computers.  

 

1/ Various terminals (connect)…………………….to 

this workstation.  

2/ Microcomputers (know)………………….as PCs.   

3/ Magazines (typeset)…………….by computers.  

4/ When a particular program is run, the data 

(process)…………………….by the computer very 

rapidly.  

5/ The Web (use)…………………….to search for 

information and buy products online.  

6/ The drug-detecting test in the Tour de 

France (support)…………………….by computers.  

7/ All the activities of a computer system (coordinate)…………………….by the central 

processing unit. 

8/ In some modern systems information (hold).........................in optical disks. 
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V/ Speaking 

In small groups, choose one of the areas in the diagram below and discuss what 

computers can do in this arena 

 

 

 

 

Use the following words and constructions to discuss computer applications 

 

 

 

 

VI/ Writing 

Write a paragraph on the ways you use computers in your work and in your free 

time. 

 


