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Chapter IV: Inside the system 

 
I/ Warm-up 

Try to answer these questions. 

*What is the main function of a microprocessor? 

*What unit of frequency is used to measure processor speed? 

*What does RAM stand for? 

 

II/ Reading 

A/ Read the text below then answer the following questions.  

 

1 What are the main 

parts of the CPU? 

 

2 What does ALU stand 

for? What does it do? 

 

3 What is the function 

of the system clock? 

 

4 How much is one 

gigahertz? 

 

5 What type of memory is temporary? 

 

6 What type of memory is permanent and includes instructions needed by the 

CPU? 

 

7 How can RAM be increased? 

 

8 What term is used to refer to the main printed circuit board? 

9 What is a bus? 

 

10 What is the benefit of having expansion slots? 
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B/ Look at these extracts from the text. What do the words in bold refer to? 

 

1 This is built into a single chip. (line 2) 

2 ... which executes program instructions and coordinates . .. (l ine 3) 

3 ... that is being executed. (line 22) 

4 ... performance of a computer is partly determined by the speed of its 

processor. (line 25) 

5 ... the CPU looks for it on the ha rd disk ... (line 35) 

6 ... inside the computer to communicate with each other. (line 52)these 

advertising slogans and say which computer element each pair refers to 

 

C/ Decide if the following sentences are True (T) or False (F)), then rewrite 

them to make them true. 
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III/ How memory is measured 

A/ Read the text and then answer these questions. 

1 How many digits does a binary system use? 

2 What is a bit? 

3 What is a collection of eight bits called? 

4 What does ASCII stand for? 

5 What is the purpose of ASCII? 
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B/ Complete these descriptions with the correct unit of memory. 

1 A…………………. is about one trillion bytes - about as much text as the 

books and magazines in a huge library. 

2 A………………….. is about one million bytes - about as much text as a 

300-page navel. 

3 A…………………. is about one thousand bytes - equivalent to one sheet 

of A4. 

4 A………………….. is about one billion bytes - about as much text as 

1,000 books. 

5 A……………………. can store a single character, such as the letter h or 

number 7. 

 

IV/ Speaking 

A PC system 
A/ In pairs, omplete this diagram of a PC system. 

 

 
 

B/  Listen to a teacher explaining the diagram to her class and check your 

answers. 
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C/   Solve the clues and complete the puzzle with words from the text                                                                          

   
 

                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


