
Lesson Two : Language Shift -Language Death, Linguistic genocide 

Exercises 

Answer the following questions 

1. What is language shift, and how does it occur within a linguistic community? 

2. What are the main factors or drivers that contribute to language shift and language death? 

3. How do linguistic minorities experience the process of language shift within their 

communities? 

4. What are the consequences of language death for a linguistic community's cultural 

identity and heritage? 

5. Can you provide examples of languages that have experienced near-extinction or 

language death? What can we learn from these cases? 

6. How does linguistic genocide differ from other forms of cultural genocide, and what are 

its historical and contemporary manifestations? 

7. What role do government policies and practices play in either promoting or preventing 

language shift and linguistic genocide? 

8. What strategies and methods are effective in language revitalization efforts, and what 

challenges do these efforts face? 

9. How can technology and digital resources be harnessed to support endangered languages 

and prevent their death? 

10. What ethical considerations should be taken into account when working to prevent 

language death and promote linguistic diversity? 

11. How does language loss impact global linguistic diversity and our understanding of the 

world's languages? 

12. Are there legal frameworks, international conventions, or human rights instruments that 

address the rights of linguistic minorities and language preservation? 

13. What are some successful examples of language revitalization programs, and what 

lessons can be drawn from them? 

14. How can education systems be reformed to support the maintenance and revitalization of 

endangered languages? 

15. What is the role of linguistic research and documentation in preserving endangered 

languages? 

16. How can communities, linguists, policymakers, and educators collaborate effectively to 

combat language shift and linguistic genocide? 

17. What are the economic and social benefits of maintaining linguistic diversity within a 

society? 

18. Are there cases where language revitalization efforts have been unsuccessful, and what 

were the contributing factors? 

19. How can awareness and advocacy campaigns contribute to preventing language death 

and linguistic genocide? 

20. What is the long-term outlook for linguistic diversity on a global scale, and what actions 

can be taken to ensure its preservation? 


