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 What is the importance of the English 

language in political science? 
 

    The English language plays a significant role in the field of political 

science for several reasons: 

1. Global Lingua Franca: English has become the global lingua 

franca, meaning it serves as a common language for 

communication among people from different linguistic 

backgrounds. This is particularly important in political science, 

where scholars and policymakers from around the world need to 

exchange ideas and information. 

2. Access to Information: Much of the key literature, research, and 

academic resources in political science are written in English. This 

gives English-speaking scholars and students easier access to a 

wide range of information, including scholarly articles, books, and 

research papers. 

3. International Relations: Political science often deals with 

international relations and diplomacy. English is the primary 

language of international diplomacy and many international 

organizations, such as the United Nations. Proficiency in English is 

essential for diplomats and international relations specialists. 

4. Academic Publishing: Many of the top political science journals 

and publishers are based in English-speaking countries. 

Researchers looking to publish their work in reputable outlets often 

need to write and submit their articles in English. 

5. Globalization: The field of political science is deeply connected to 

globalization, which has led to an increased need for 

communication and collaboration among scholars, policymakers, 

and practitioners worldwide. English facilitates this global 

exchange of ideas and information. 



6. Diplomacy and Negotiation: English is commonly used in 

diplomatic negotiations and international treaties. Political 

scientists involved in diplomacy or the study of negotiations must 

be proficient in English to effectively engage in these activities. 

7. Political Discourse: English is frequently used in political 

discourse, speeches, and debates, especially in countries where 

English is the primary or secondary language. Understanding the 

nuances of political language and rhetoric is crucial for political 

scientists analyzing political events and trends. 

8. Global Perspective: Political science seeks to understand political 

systems, governance structures, and policies on a global scale. 

Proficiency in English allows political scientists to engage with a 

wide range of perspectives, research, and data from different parts 

of the world. 

9. Academic Exchange and Conferences: English is the language of 

choice for many international academic conferences and seminars 

in political science. Presenting research and participating in 

discussions at these events often requires fluency in English. 

10. Policy Influence: Political scientists often engage in policy 

analysis and advising. English language skills can enhance their 

ability to communicate their research findings and policy 

recommendations to a broader audience, including policymakers 

and the general public. 

            In summary, the importance of the English language in political 

science is multifaceted, ranging from facilitating global communication 

and research access to supporting international relations and diplomatic 

efforts. Proficiency in English is a valuable skill for political scientists 

looking to engage with the global political landscape and contribute to the 

field. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


