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Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories
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1. Absolute Deterrence. This refers to the amount of crime that has been prevented
simply due to the fact that a formal system is in place so that an individual could be
legally punished for committing a criminal act
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2. Acute Conformists : One of three types of individuals coined by Pogarsky. These
individuals comply with the law because it is the right thing to do.
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3. Certainty. One of the three elements of deterrence. Certainty refers to how likely it is

that an individual will be caught and punished for a crime that he or she has committed.
Certainty is the most important of the three elements.
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4. Boot Camps. Programs used in place of incarceration, and based upon a military model

of discipline and order. These programs are designed to have a deterrent effect on young
offenders, but they have generally failed to yield long-term reductions in recidivism.
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5. Classical Criminology. A school of thought based upon utilitarian notions of free will
and the greatest good for the greatest number. At its core, classical criminology refers
to a belief that a crime is committed after an individual weighs the pros and cons. The
decision to commit a crime is a rational decision, and is best countered through a
deterrence-based system.
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6. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). This refers to a set of
practices designed to make potential criminal targets less attractive. The belief that
crime is a rational act is used to make a potential target less attractive to a criminal, and
thus not a “rational” target.
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7. Deterrence Theory. A core principle of classical school and rational choice theories.
This theory states that crime can be controlled through the use of punishments that

combine the proper degrees of certainty, severity, and celerity. Deterrence is a key
element in the U.S. justice system.
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8. Expected Utility Principle. Economic theory which states that people will act in a
manner that increases their benefits and reduces their losses. This ties in closely with
classical criminology and, by definition, rational choice theory, where people seek to
increase their pleasure and reduce their pain.
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9. Free Will. The belief that humans are rational, and have the ability to make decisions
according to each individual’s own will and purposes. Under this perspective, people
can understand the difference between right and wrong, and can choose to commit
criminal acts or to follow the law. In later chapters, this view will be contrasted with
views that claim that crime is a result of biological, psychological, or social forces
beyond an individual’s control.
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10. General Deterrence: is the doctrine that a community or a society of people can be

deterred from committing a criminal act after having witnessed the punishment of an
individual or individuals for having committed that act.
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11. Incorrigible Offenders. One of three types of individuals coined by Pogarsky. These
people are so committed to criminal activity that they cannot be deterred.
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12. Perceptual Deterrence. This concept applies to an individual offender, and refers to
what he or she believes the likelihood of arrest to be, and how severe he or she believes
the punishment for a crime will be if caught. The perceptions of the individual are often
very different from the actual reality experienced.
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13. Proportionality. Punishment should fit the crime without regard to individual
differences.
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14. Rational Choice Theory. This is the 1980s formulation of classical criminology.
While the beliefs of rational choice theory can be traced back to eighteenth-century
philosopher Cesare Beccaria, this version adds a new dimension that emphasizes the
expanding role of the economist in criminological thought. The emphasis is placed on
the expected reward for committing a crime, and other associated costs and benefits
surrounding criminal activity.
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15. Retribution. Making the punishment fit the crime. Also referred to as “an eye for an eye.”
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16. Routine Activities Theory. This theory states that for crime to be committed, three elements
must be present: an available target, a motivated offender, and a lack of guardians.

ealiall 585 o g D sl S Sl e dplaill s3a gt il Aaddy) 4
u,u\);j\ Uadig ¢ uanlia pIIAg cctm 92 Blgaga
17. Shock Incarceration. This approach generally uses a combination of a brief prison sentence

followed by probation. The hope is that a brief exposure to the realities of incarceration will
deter the offender from further criminality.

9 La JaY1 LA Ll 558 pe uall) Craadl e Lanie Lagas zgill 38 aaiiicy 1) dada
AaY) e 2wl ge Slall g Cagu ) Bilial g 51l Gyl o

Tl Al Lgale it A M) Lol

O daal) dadall e 2Tl 1

LAl die Bal) saly) Taw e s 2

Aadial) Gind ) grew ols) ol of e agBI 3

A ggandly DAY e 55 4

Ngziblsas lable; Asal) dalas CaSy ¢ oanbind) Ll alaiaY) 5
L) gt g Al Lo SIL aLaiaY! 6

t Rl Lasy) Al o Le NG

Sle el olai@y) an€ Jlie b aalgy Dlaall HlaaV) dphal Enaall gl )
& e (RCT) (Dlaall JLod¥) dulas Clige asgie peiaing (1968 ale & Su (pla disi 55l



dae Laia¥ly Ll pslal) A

glaia¥) alo aud

Jlaa G .0 B s Cihai¥ly dayall Cilpi (ubie b clpalas
Ahall aai e Galadl) by @lglu 4 Cus e Slall e @lul) e Calidy ¥ abal) ol
ol 58 ann QISY aajlial (8 Cudly das QIS e aaiSa ol e Tgead gl (4 et
S sl e ol e agd sl 2S5 ol 5236 ST (5 451 () gkiay

02053 Y i3l ol o a8l Dlaal) HLaaN) Akt (i le o ahaY) Slolad) 2ay

O aphall dalas s QS (o opady sl o Jan ddy ol danii o) daaglon dalse

LS (Ll elnie Wy colylbonad) By shaall (e daaha) Jleel 1S5 sae geg daelsha 055l Gl

SAKE L cbdl) A dae B ded) Jie @Al slil Hlal Taee g5k
g il 5alaal) aladsiul

Olds bl Gsdat el G i Lea LAY 1 & GaahaY) JladY) (5S dulail o3a b

(ol LYzl g e —pagd) Lpligm Dlaall LaaY) Ll ) iy caihall Gl

O F LS A5 553 (alas¥) Cipaaing cdanall alal Lulanad) A 5 cawn Lo il aaiig

A ASSS Oslans agim LIAT agi€ar U Jaall Cihlise ol ) 5LY) 5l HLaaY) Ao agoal

Yl Asae Aylay (el Gyt a4 e Aol (e DAY Culall )l 3 cagic

Ay Cpeail o ajla agile Capeai 38 Lo Loee BY SUg iy alill (g5l o) @y (ypny
2

Jduma

ool 22 hal slas) U8 480 L) (g Ay QlSH)) aaed dilghy (RIS ellia SIS aag

S Aalas oyl SIS 1 JEIS o Sl b plailly (Lo daad) e Uy caillSs jlaeY) cpn

Al Legad Cayeil) 4y il (Ahlul) ol (e i) ligh cailia)) ) 4abing (3

Oadang () g & 4] dalas 48 Sy @A) JU e Jsanll Gyl o3a (2] cdalall o2a

pyliie) b Gl ALal )5 o Jg cdaling 3 L) e Jpeanll 499 ad 13ania I3 138
g g dilshy (I

Jsanll & ad) dalsy &) sy G JWl e Jguasd) DS oo ai€ey ) 350D dahall
Dhsa Sloludl e BN Lasl) Vaag coliy adge 3 Jendl ol 5af Byl 52l ol i 8 dadag e

2017-4-27 #2) ade oLl (University of Babylon «'dasall’ «(2015-9-19) al) deaa iyl 1

(1985 salall cduyal) dagill ) Qlislly abal) ale Jgual cane a3, 2



due \aiaVly Ayl aslal) 4yl

glaia¥) alo aud

Jlaa G .0 B s Cihai¥ly dayall Cilpi (ubie b clpalas
Ji Dlaal) HLaaY) dylail Gy, cdalide Mgy CadlSs Ll cenany ai€ly Jl) (e 4aling L 4l
L Slall g e Yl Ll e JS Nilshy CAISE iy 4 pLaN Cang ol e gl s o

Jalas Lasay Y ¢p ) Apkas (e Gaagae SiSl5 sl (SDNaad) sl dpkas G Lia Baadlll (4
Aoyl Jalas o(Taaeall s Faacnpll ligiall) Aapall CillSsy Bl abaY) bl Gl g )l dyks
dapall e Nilshy CallSis dayall dadgiall UKL il daall QIS L8 GL DGR L)
Fapall ity danadl Ubay CllSs oo Lot Sie s laade dulay) o5 o i ALY ians lling i

faleil) A () 2ams (s Le € kel b dal ey A

-

Ll

OF Osaiia Cigas Galil) (8 cdanpug By BaSha dugiall i< 1Y 4 e g o)l duylas yam

alhaal Galully ¢Aya¥) dgliall Alaall alai mena A o8 g ) Al Laaha) Jleel QIS
agde B geeaa i 138 haas dallaa g 0yl 4yl b Y Jushall Caaally daylall cilsiall
Lalaall duylaiy SNl s Jhe cDlant Giang )l dplail Uabide laes cluhall Cing S8

s Sy crail! bt

VI flan Laga Gl Jeag 1 Lo g )l Al duct )l yaliall & depudly 52al o) 1

B GsSoe " DEN LAI O) daal sund dugial) Jas DA 0o Lanal) (e 2al) LiSe
Saaal Jladl QIS ) e sl s

O] G 8 Ll aais Lol ang ) Lol 4,k adls e e g U qany Vsl L2

day fdale s deb Al o aslll ady a5 (DAl i (A Llaally rapaall dans

Sl daal) Jasy ¥ il o) Sl caaly Al Al o ddgsenall (he i Jeaty dunial

G e STl (S S Bal) BIY) asghe o S USE (SDISH ahaY) dle adiey .3

ISR I PEQRTIEC JC. A CIORCE



Lo Laia¥ly Axiludy) aglall 4l
Jlaa G L] B s Cihai¥ly dayall Cilpi (ubie b clpalas

Gkl e cila Al el sl b Leg ¢ Daal) Ly g o)l Al el #5004
138 Liagy WIS e A0 Lo sk
fhapll ge D GlS e Ja .5



