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Biological and Biosocial Theories
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Adoption Studies. Studies that have been done with children reared by biological parents
compared to their siblings or twins reared by adoptive parents in an attempt to demonstrate a
genetic link to criminal behavior. Results have been mixed.
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Atavism: Part of the theory developed by Lombroso in which a person is a “born criminal.”
Atavistic or primitive man is a throwback to an earlier stage of human evolution, and will
commit crimes against society unless specifically restrained from doing so.
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Behavioral Genetics.This covers a range of theories in which a combination of genetics and
the environment influences behavior .
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Evolutionary Theory. A broad-based view that certain types of criminal behavior are genetic

and passed down from one generation to the next through evolutionary processes of natural
selection and survival.
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Gene-Based Evolutionary Theory. A general approach that suggests that the process of

natural selection has resulted in criminal genetic tendencies that are passed down from
generation to generation.
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e The fundamental concept behind the early biological theories was the belief that
individual difference could be scientifically measured.
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e Early biological theories view criminal behavior as the result of a defect in the
individual. This defect can be biological or genetic in nature, and serves to separate the
criminal from the law-abiding citizen. Contemporary biological theories concentrate
more on variations in genetic and other biological factors in interaction with the
environment, and are less likely to refer to biological defects or abnormalities.
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e Punishment serves a different goal in biological theories. While punishment may be
appropriate to protect society, it will not have a deterrent effect. Because there is an
inherent defect or abnormality within the individual, deterrence or the threat of
punishment will not affect behavior
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e Although early biological theories lacked validity, they were among the first to use the
scientific method. The process of measuring body parts, shapes, and sizes (although
flawed) represented a dramatic shift from the philosophical approach offered by the
classical school.
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