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fig. (4-3) Microstructures during the slow cocling of o eutecioid steel from the hot working temperature. As
a point of detail, when pearlite is cooled to room temperature, the concentration of carbon in the o decreases
slightly, following the a/a + Fe,C boundary. The excess carbon reacts with iron at the a—Fe,C interfaces to
form more Fe;C. This “plates out” on the surfaces of the existing Fe;C plates which become very slightly
thicker. The composition of Fe,C is independent of temperature, of course.
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A, is the standard labelling for the temperature at which « first appears, and A, is standard for the eutectoid
temperature. Hypoeutectoid means that the carbon content is below that of a eutectoid steel (in the same sense
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