Instructor: Bennaa Youcef 					                 American Civilization
Email: youcef.bennaa@univ-msila.dz   						

Course Description:
This course surveys American civilization from colonial times to the Jacksonian Era It reviews the basic chronology of American civilization while focusing on the major events and problems of American history, including political, social, cultural, and economic developments. The course also emphasizes geography as it relates to American history and some interpretive issues regarding major events and problems in American civilization.  
Course Goals and Objectives: 
Upon completion of the American Civilization course, students will:  
· Know key events and dates in American history, from colonial times to the present.
· Know the basic geography of the United States and understand how, when, and why this nation grew as it did.  
· Discuss long-standing issues and problems in United States history.
·  Report on careers and contributions of noteworthy persons in United States history.
·  Analyze similarities and differences between past and current events in the history of the United States. 
This Course reinforces the Following General Education Skills objectives: 
· Objective # 1: Students will read analytically and critically in a variety of genres. 
· Objective # 2: Students will write in a variety of forms using valid logic, persuasive rhetoric, and correct grammar, and punctuation. 
· Objective # 3: Students will be able to orally deliver a presentation with a clear central idea that is logically developed, supported by convincing evidence and valid reasoning, and expressed using correct language
Course Requirements and Evaluation:
1-Readings: The following books are the required reading material for this course, I will make sure to provide you with the PDF versions of these books upon meeting:
Oakland, John. Mauk, David. 2002. American Civilization: an Introduction. London: London University Publication Office.
O’callaghan, Bryn.. 2008. An Illustrated History of the U.S.A. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.
2-Participation and Attendance: Attendance and participation are absolutely necessary for the course to be successful. Participation will help you, dear students, to better process and understand the material we cover. You SHOULD come to class ready and prepared to ask questions, generate ideas, and discuss the topic of that particular session.
The policy regarding the absences is to be determined according to the English department guidelines.
Class and home Assignments: Of course, you’ll be assigned some in-class and home-bound activities and assignments that will make up a portion of your final grade. 
Classroom Etiquette: Disruptions to class negatively affect everyone’s ability to learn. If you must arrive late or leave early, please notify the instructor in advance and sit by the door to
minimize disruptions. It is inappropriate to use cell phones or use laptops for activities outside of taking notes (such as email or Facebook). Disruptions will reduce your participation grade.

Syllabus
1 -The American context					8 -The legal system
2 -The country						9 -The economy
3 -The people: settlement and immigration			10 -Social services	
4 -The people: women and minorities			11 -Education
5 -Political institutions: the federal government		12 -The media
6 -Political institutions: state and local government 		13 -Religion
7 -Foreign policy						14 -The arts, sports and leisure


