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Definitions and classifications of law 
 
           Law is a system of rules created and enforced by governmental or social institutions to 

regulate behavior. It serves various functions, including maintaining order, protecting rights 

and liberties, establishing standards, and delivering justice. Laws can be created by legislative 

bodies, enforced by executive agencies, and interpreted by judicial systems. 

 

A. Definitions of Law 

1. General Definition: Law is a body of rules, whether made by legislatures, courts, or 

other authorities, that regulates behavior and enforces penalties for violations. 

2. Legal Definition: In legal contexts, law refers to enforceable rules governing 

relationships among individuals and between individuals and their society. 

3. Sociological Definition: From a sociological perspective, law is a set of norms and 

guidelines that evolve with society's needs, morals, and values. 

 

B. Classifications of Law 

        Law can be categorized in various ways, but here are some primary classifications: 

1. Public Law vs. Private Law 

 Public Law: Deals with issues that affect the public or society as a whole, including: 

 Constitutional Law: Governs the structure and function of government 

entities and their relationships with one another and with citizens. 

 Administrative Law: Regulates the actions of government agencies and 

ensures they comply with the law. 

 Criminal Law: Prohibits certain behaviors and imposes penalties on those 

who violate these prohibitions, protecting society by maintaining order. 
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 Private Law: Governs relationships between individuals and entities, including: 

 Contract Law: Concerns the enforcement of agreements between individuals 

or entities. 

 Tort Law: Involves claims for compensation when someone suffers harm due 

to another's actions or negligence. 

 Property Law: Governs the ownership and use of personal and real property. 

 Family Law: Addresses issues such as marriage, divorce, child custody, and 

adoption. 

2. Substantive Law vs. Procedural Law 

 Substantive Law: Defines the rights and obligations of individuals and collective 

bodies, including both civil and criminal law. 

 Procedural Law: Outlines the processes and methods for enforcing substantive laws. 

Examples include the rules of evidence and the procedures for conducting trials. 

3. Civil Law vs. Criminal Law 

 Civil Law: Addresses disputes between private parties and provides remedies, such as 

monetary compensation or specific performance. It includes contract law, family law, 

and tort law. 

 Criminal Law: Defines offenses against society or the state, establishing punishments 

like fines, imprisonment, or community service. 

4. International Law vs. Domestic (National) Law 

 International Law: Governs the relationships between nations, involving treaties, 

agreements, and conventions. It includes public international law (between countries) 

and private international law (cross-border disputes between individuals or entities). 

 Domestic (National) Law: The internal laws of a specific country, which apply 

within its borders and are created by its government. Examples include federal law 

and state or provincial law. 

5. Common Law vs. Civil Law Systems 

 Common Law: A legal system based on judicial precedents, or case law, rather than 

statutory laws. It is practiced in countries like the United States, the United Kingdom, 

and other former British colonies. 

 Civil Law: A legal system based primarily on written codes and statutes, rather than 

case law. It is common in European countries and many others around the world. 
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6. Environmental Law 

 This is a branch of law focusing on the protection of the environment. It includes 

regulations on pollution, conservation of resources, and land use. 

7. Labor and Employment Law 

 Covers laws governing the relationship between employers and employees, including 

worker rights, safety regulations, and collective bargaining rights. 

Other Specialized Types of Law 

 Health Law: Addresses legal issues in healthcare, including patient rights, medical 

malpractice, and bioethics. 

 Intellectual Property Law: Protects the rights of creators over their inventions, 

designs, and artistic works. 

 Corporate Law: Governs the formation, operation, and dissolution of corporations. 

 Tax Law: Covers rules related to taxation, including income tax, sales tax, and estate 

tax. 

         These are some of the primary types and categories of law, each serving distinct 

functions and roles within society to ensure order, fairness, and justice. 

 

Exercise: Translate the following terms into Arabic 

 
Translation Term  

 Law 1 
 Public Law 2 
 Administrative Law 3 
 Constitutional Law 4 
 Criminal Law 5 
 Private Law 3 
 Substantive Law 4 
 Procedural Law 5 
 Civil Law  6 
 Criminal Law 7 
 International Law 8 

 Domestic (National) Law 9 
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 Common Law 10 
 Civil Law 11 
 Financial Law 12 
 Environmental Law 13 
 Labor Law 14 
 Employment Law 15 
 


