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Political science

Political science is the systematic study of politics, government, and the
behavior of individuals and groups within political systems. It encompasses a
wide range of topics and subfields, but here is a summary of some key aspects of
political science:

1. Definition: Political science is the academic discipline that seeks to
understand and explain political phenomena, including the structure and
functioning of governments, political ideologies, public policy, and the
behavior of individuals and groups in political contexts.

Political science can also be defined as the study of politics and

power from domestic, international, and comparative perspectives. It
entails understanding political ideas, ideologies, institutions, policies,
processes, and behavior, as well as groups, classes, government,
diplomacy, law, strategy, and war.

2. Subfields: Political science is divided into several subfields, including:

Comparative Politics: Examines political systems and processes
across different countries to identify patterns and differences.
International Relations: Focuses on the interactions between
states, international organizations, and global issues such as
diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation.

Political Theory: Explores the philosophical foundations of
political systems, concepts like justice, freedom, and authority, and
the works of political thinkers throughout history.

American Politics: Analyzes the U.S. political system, including
its institutions, elections, and policy-making processes.

Public Policy: Studies the formulation, implementation, and impact
of government policies on society.

Political Methodology: Develops and applies research methods
and statistical techniques to analyze political data and phenomena.



3. Key Concepts:

e State: A sovereign political entity with defined boundaries, a
government, and the ability to make and enforce laws.

e Democracy: A system of government where power is vested in the
people, who elect their representatives to make decisions on their
behalf.

e Authoritarianism: A system of government characterized by
centralized control, limited political freedoms, and a lack of
competitive elections.

e Political Ideology: A set of beliefs and values that guide political
behavior and policy preferences, such as liberalism, conservatism,
socialism, and nationalism.

e International Relations Theory: Various theories, such as realism,
liberalism, and constructivism, used to explain international politics
and state behavior.

4. Research Methods: Political scientists use a variety of research methods,
including surveys, interviews, content analysis, case studies, and
quantitative analysis, to gather and analyze data to understand political
phenomena.

5. Contemporary lIssues: Political science is applied to address pressing
global challenges, including climate change, human rights, terrorism,
economic inequality, and the role of technology in politics.

6. Importance: Political science is vital for understanding how societies are
governed, the impacts of government policies on individuals and
communities, and the dynamics of international relations. It informs
policy-making, helps predict political trends, and promotes informed
citizenship.

In summary, political science is a diverse and interdisciplinary field that
examines the theory, practice, and implications of politics and government at
various levels, from local to global. It plays a crucial role in shaping our
understanding of political systems and the world in which we live.



EXercise: Translate the following terms into Arabic

Term Translation

1 Political science

2 Political scientists

3 | political system

4 | Comparative Politics

5 | political phenomena

3 | political behavior

4 | Public Policy

5 | Government policies

6 | policy-making

7 | Political Ideology

8 liberalism

9 Socialism

10 | Nationalism




