
 
1 

University of M’sila 

Faculty of Law and Political Science 

Department of political science                                                    

First year, Pub Law and Inter R                                            s2/   Lecture 01                                                                  

 

📖 Lecture 01: The State 
 

 
�  What is a State? 
        A State is an organized political community under one government. 
It is a group of people living in a specific area with rules, laws, and a 
government to manage them. 
      It is different from a nation (which is a group of people with a common 
culture or language) and different from a government (which is the group of 
people managing the state for a period of time). 

 
🏛️ The Four Elements of a State 
For a state to exist, it must have four important elements: 

1. Population: 
 A group of people, no matter how big or small. 

2. Territory: 
 A fixed area of land where the people live. 
 It has clear borders. 

3. Government: 
 A system of leadership to make and enforce laws. 
 It keeps order, protects people, and manages public services. 

4. Sovereignty: 
 Full control over its internal and external affairs. 
 No other country can control it. 
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📜 Functions of the State 
Why do we need a State? 
Here are some reasons: 

 To make and enforce laws. 
 To provide security and protection. 
 To manage public services (schools, hospitals, roads). 
 To build relationships with other states. 
 To protect the rights and freedoms of the people. 

 
⚖️ Types of States (by government system) 
There are different kinds of states based on how they are governed: 

1. Democratic State: 
 The people have the power to choose their leaders (like elections). 

2. Monarchy: 
 A king or queen rules (for example, the UK or Saudi Arabia). 

3. Dictatorship: 
 One person or a small group controls everything without people’s 

choice. 

 
📚 Why Study the State in Law and Political Science? 

 In Law, you need to know the rules and who makes them. 
 In Political Science, you study how states work, how power is shared, and 

how leaders are chosen. 
 

 
✅ Conclusion :  
So, to summarize:  
A State is a group of people living in a fixed area, with a government, and full 
control over their own affairs. 
It is important for order, law, protection, and rights. 
Different types of states exist, and knowing about them helps us understand 
our world better. 
 


