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Lesson: Adverbs

An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, an adverb or the whole sentence.

E.g.

The lion paced slowly. The adverb slowly tells us how the lion paced.

The table is very hard. The adverb very tells us to what extent ( the degree) the table is hard.
She works rather slowly. The adverb rather tells us to what extent she works slowly.

Today, the weather is nice. The adverb today tells us when the weather was nice, it has

modified the whole sentence.

An adverb may express :

The manner: how? She sings nicely.

The place: where? The car is outside.

The time: when? I’m going to the town later.

The degree: how much? How many? To what extent? It is quite nice.

The frequency: I’'m always losing my keys.

Adverbs are often formed by adding the letters “-ly” to adjectives. This makes is very easy to
identify adverbs in sentences. There are many exceptions to this rule; everywhere,

nowhere, and upstairs are a few examples.

Some adverbs have Irregular forms: good- well

If the adjective ends in -y, change -y to -i. Then add -ly:

happy — happily but: shy — shyly

If the adjective ends in -le, the adverb ends in -ly: terrible — terribly

If the adjective ends in -e, then add -ly: safe — safely



Notice that not all words ending in -ly are adverbs: adjectives ending in -ly: friendly, silly,

lonely, ugly; nouns, ending in -ly: ally, bully, Italy, melancholy; verbs, ending in -ly: apply,
rely, supply

There is no adverb for an adjective ending in -ly.

Notice that some adjectives are similar to adverbs:

Fast: the first runner came first (adj)/ you must work fast ( adv).

Late: the late comers have to sit in the back (adj)/ they arrived late (adv).
Early: she came in the early morning ( adj)/ she came early (adv).

Far: | can see him in the far distance ( adj)/ she can go far (‘adv).
Straight: draw a straight line (adj)/ go straight to your room (adv).
Well: she is well (adj)/ she sings well (adv).

Hard: this is a hard chain (adj)/ he works hard.

An adverb may take the superlative and the comparative form:

With short adverbs that do not end in -ly comparative and superlative forms are
identical to adjectives: add -er to form the comparative and -est to form the
superlative. If the adverb ends in e, remove it before adding the ending. E.g. he came
earlier than planned/ you should come at 9 a.m at, at the earliest.

When it ends in “ly” we use more and most to form the comparative and the
superlative. E.g. she dresses more beautifully than her/ this is the most beautifully

decorated house.

Some adverbs have irregular comparative and superlative forms ( good- well- better-
best/ bad- badly- worse-worst) . E.g. The little boy ran farther than his friend/ You're

driving worse today than yesterday!
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