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Lecture One: Definitions
ESP: English for Specific Purposes

In EFL teaching and learning contexts, students and teachers are familiar with teaching one type of English which is "General English"(GE). They use to interact through lectures where the focus is on teaching the language as such, and introducing the different aspect of the English language. Grammar, vocabulary, and the four skills are standard components of the English course, which are taught using a mixture of topics and themes.  However, once students experience university education, things are different and the type of English they learn is defined by the discipline and the specific purpose behind taking this course. To this end, one may inquire: can we say that we have different Englishes? This will be clarified through analyzing the following ELT (English Language Teaching) Tree.
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The ELT Tree (Hutchinson & Waters, 1987, p. 17)

From the figure above, we can deduce that ESP is a way of teaching English; that is to say, "it is an approach to teaching English for any purpose that could be specified'' (Anthony, 1997,p.9-10). Therefore, teaching English to engineers is totally different from teaching English for medicines. In order to generate a good understanding of what ESP is, it is better to compare it with GE.
	EGP (English for General Purposes)
	ESP (English for Specific Purposes)

	-EGP is essentially the English language education in junior and senior high schools.
-Learners are introduced to the sounds and symbols of English, as well as to the lexical/grammatical/rhetorical elements that compose spoken and written discourse
-There is no particular situation targeted in this kind of language learning.
- It focuses  on how to read and write the English typically found in textbooks, newspapers, magazines, etc.
-EGP is typically viewed as a level that precedes higher-level instruction in ESP
-General English approach is language-centred, and it focuses on learning language from a broad perception covering all the language skills and the cultural aspects of the English speaking community.
-General English courses are provided to pupils as compulsory module at schools, their unique purpose is to succeed in the examinations.
-Acquiring the language is an end in itself.

	-Words and sentences learned and the subject matter discussed are all relevant to a particular field or discipline.
-The design of syllabuses for ESP is directed towards serving the needs of learners seeking for developing themselves in a particular occupation or specializing in a specific academic field.
-ESP courses make use of vocabulary tasks related to the field.
-ESP increases learners' skills in using English.
-ESP is that kind of English teaching that builds upon what has been acquired earlier in EGP with a more restricted focus.
-Its main objective is to meet specific needs of the learners
- ESP teaching indicates that there is no fixed methodology that can be applicable in all situations, but rather each situation and particular needs of learners belonging to a particular domain impose a certain methodology of teaching.
-ESP teaching approach is known to be learner-centered
-ESP learners are mainly adult with a certain degree of awareness concerning their language needs.
-ESP students learn English en route to the acquisition of some quite different body of knowledge and set of skills.




Hutchinson and Waters (1987) state that there is no difference between ESP and EGP in theory; however, there is a great deal of difference in practice. As indicated in the above table, the main difference lies in the aims and objectives of learning, the targeted learners, and the contents and themes of the courses.
What ESP is NOT!
a. The task of ESP is not to teach special language required by particular contexts.
b. ESP is not to teach the language surface features of lexis and grammar displayed in specialized texts.
c. The ESP process of learning is not distinctive from that of learning EGP. The ESP methodologies may be used in any other type of English teaching and learning.
     "ESP, then, is an approach to language teaching in which all decisions as to content and method are based on the learner’s reasons for learning" (Hutchinson & Waters, 1987, p. 19).  The foundation of the ESP approach, then, is the simple question:
                            Why does learner X or Y need to learn the English language?
To sum up, the guiding principle of ESP teaching and learning clearly stated by Hutchinson and Waters (1987) is:
             Tell me what you need English for, I will tell you the English that you need
Task: Why ESP is an approach and not a product?
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