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Lecture Two: Reasons of Emergence and Main Concepts in ESP
1. Why ESP?
         In fact, no procedures were taken paving the way for ESP to emerge as a coherent and planned final product. Rather, it was a phenomenon that grew out of a number of converging trends as indicated by Hutchinson and Waters (1987) who stressed three main reasons.    First, the end of the Second World War remarked a tremendous growth and development in science and technology that dominated the globe in a large scale. Such progress generated a need for an international language. Occasionally, the United States in the post  World War 2 came to power and led the international market, so that English was the looked for language. Therefore, there was a growing need to learn English by different people and for different reasons. English was no more viewed as a language of prestige and well education; rather it was the key to international currencies of technology and commerce. A new generation was then aware of its needs, each according to his purpose for learning English. Doctors wanted to learn English to keep up with developments in the field of medicine; business men and women wanted English to sell their products; students needed English to read published materials only available in English. 
       The second reason behind ESP emergence was the revolution in the field of linguistics. The study of language shifted from describing the rules of usage to discovering ways in which language is used for real communication (Widdowson, 1978). Situations of use differ considerably and the written and spoken language used differs from one context of use to another. This helped in the development of English courses designed to groups of learners each according to its context of use. In short, through analyzing the linguistic characteristics of each context, the English needed by a specific group of learners could be identified. This could be summarized by Hutchinson and Water’s idea which became the principle of ESP “tell me what you need English for and I will tell you the English you need” (1987, p. 8).    The third reason of emergence was the revolution in educational psychology. Learners were no more passive participants; they had their needs and interests which would effectively make relevance to the English courses. Regarding learners’ needs and interests as the focus of English learning would motivate learners to be active participants in the teaching and learning process. This could be achieved once the content of the course is relevant to the learners’ specific area of study. Tasks and texts, for example, should be about economics for economics students as they may be about biology for biology students and so on.    All three factors urged the need for more specialization in language learning and hence were deemed as direct reasons for the development and growth of teaching English for specific purposes.



2. Main concepts in ESP 
        Five conceptions function as the foundations and basic principles of ESP. Swales (1990) uses the term enduring conceptions’ to refer to them. As originally formulated, these five conceptions are: Authenticity, Research-base, Language/text, Need, and Learning / methodology. According to Coffey (1984), the main consideration in ESP is that of authenticity. This leads to inquire whether texts used for reading, listening and writing tasks reflect real life situations. Jordan (1997) argues that an authentic text will be that which is normally used in the students’ specialist area: written by specialists for specialists and which is not written for teaching purposes. Even tasks are required to be authentic. That is to say, the designed tasks should concentrate on the skills and strategies required in the target situation (Morrow, 1980). Swales (1990), in explaining what is meant by the research base of ESP, reviews the ESP literature and observes a trend towards papers that rely on some kind of data-base (textual or otherwise). The idea is that ESP programs should regard the different registers through the analysis of large corpora of specialist texts (Ewer & Latorre, 1969). In addition, Strevens (1977) alludes to the importance of the “specific language” of ESP. that is, only those items of vocabulary, patterns of grammar, and functions of language which are required by the learner’s purposes are included in ESP. However, such statistical countors of different texts are considered a limitation. A rather text analysis should consider how sentences are used to perform communicative acts (Allen & Widdowson, 1974).  Strevens (1977) also alludes to the importance of learner needs in discussions of ESP. Scholars insisted on prioritizing needs analysis, before any other kind of analysis, as a corner stone for ESP teaching (Stevens, 1977; Robinson,1991; Dudley Evans & St John, 1998; Hutchinson & Waters, 1987). Finally, ESP draws on the methodology or learning theories which are appropriate to the learning/teaching situation. According to Strevens (1977), this characteristic of ESP makes the materials both more relevant and more interesting to the student due to the varied and ingenious exploitation of the opportunities provided by ESP settings.

